DEVON ORIENTEER
No 158

January 2014.

Jill Green, Team Captain on the run in at the Scottish 6 Days 2013

CLUB OFFICIALS
Patron
President

Sir John Cave Bt, DL
Major General N. F. Vaux CB DSO
Committee

Chairman &Access
Secretary
Treasurer
Club Captain
Development
Committee Members

Nicholas Maxwell
Steve Perrelle
Andy Reynolds
Jill Green
Alan Simpson
Graham Dugdale
Kit Grierson
Tim Gent
Bryan Smith
Wilf Taylor

Membership Secretary
Juniors
Fixtures,
Publicity & Website
Coaching

Other officials
A. & P. East Devon
Child Welfare
Club Clothing
Equipment
Mapping
Newsletter Editor
SI Manager
SWOA Representative
Web Manager

John Dyson
Helen Taylor
Vivienne Maxwell
Alan Simpson
Roger Green
Susan Hateley
(susan@susanhateley.wanadoo.co.uk)
Eleanor Taylor
John Dyson
Bryan Smith

Deadline for copy for the next Devon Orienteer will be 13th March 2014.

Page 2

CHAIRMAN’S THOUGHTS
Happy New Year!
What to look forward to
As the year starts now is the time to thing about entering the sport’s larger events. At Easter there is the JK,
four days of events including two world ranking events in South Wales. It is cheaper if you enter early and
over 1800 people have entered so far.
We have our own ‘large’ event series at Spring bank holiday with the Tamar Triple. Not quite world
ranking but historic with the return on one day to an old Devon area at Fernworthy. Brian Parker has written
about it in the last issue of the Compass Sport magazine. There will now be an urban event at Tavistock as
part of the series of events.
The weekend following Tamar Triple is the British Long championships. Unfortunately one must travel to
Northumberland to enjoy that experience.
If you have not been to a large event before it is an amazing experience.
We are hosting the regional Yvette Baker competition at Mutters Moor at the May Day bank holiday. As
you know our juniors perform well at these events and so we felt we should run it when a request to do so
was made.
Elder statesmen recognised
Your committee wants to recognise the contribution that has been made over many years by some of the
elder statesmen within our club. We have awarded honorary club and BOF membership and those
recognised in 2014 are:
Peter Flick
Mike Hosforth
Brian Parker
Erik Peckett
Event safety
As you know we recently cancelled the Norsworthy Bridge event because of the weather warnings and this
event will now go ahead on 26th January. It was rare but now becoming more frequent to cancel an event in
our part of the world and the event officials took this decision after careful consideration of the weather
warnings. We need event officials to consider the risks of holding an event and it is only by following these
procedures we get insurance cover through BOF for our events.
New planners and controllers required
As I said last time we need more event officials and the planners course for new people or those wanting a
refresher will be on 17th May 2014. Please make a note in your diary and do sign up for this course.
There is a pressing need for more controllers as quite a number have retired in the last two years. A
controller is required for all level C events. To gain this qualification a person must have organised and
planned (not at the same time) a level C event within various time limits and attended an appropriate
controllers’ course. I hope we can run a controllers’ course this year. Please consider attending this course.
It will take time to build up our controller pool because of the experience requirements. We need a body of
people who can get there over the next two years.
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Training for all
January 12th saw over 40 members descend on Virtuous Lady and use various parts for training in following
bearings, exercises in calculating distance and recognising the best attack points for controls. Many stayed
on for afternoon tea, the night event then ate a meal prepared by Peter Grierson in the nearby Chapel hostel
finally rounding off the weekend at Kerno’s event at Lanhydrock the morning after. Many thanks to Tess
Stone for putting together such an attractive programme. Special thanks for the wall to wall sunshine on the
Saturday which helped everyone forget the floods and high tides of the previous weeks.
Compass Sport Cup regional round
I look forward to seeing many of you at the Compass Sport Cup match at Hay Tor on 16 th February. Given
that Bristol OK go through automatically as last year’s winners and on past form it will be very difficult for
us to not go through also by either winning or coming second. Whilst we can reasonably expect a coach trip
to the final in the autumn it would be best to demonstrate that we can also win it on the day. Do not forget
to let Jill Green know well in advance if you want to run for your club.
Nicholas Maxwell

WELCOME
Welcome to all those people who have recently joined the club. We hope that you will get much as much
pleasure from the sport as we have had. Please make yourselves known to those on the committee and other
club members at events.
John Hopkins Sidmouth
M65
Ian Smith
Ivybridge
M55
Nick Murns Brayshop
M45
Alistair Glen Budleigh Salterton M55
Moira Glen Budleigh Salterton
W50

WHO SHOULD CONTROL THE USE OF LARGER SCALE MAPS AT MAJOR EVENTS?
Who should be responsible for deciding whether map enlargements should be used at major events in
intricately contoured terrain, the planners and the controllers or, as at present, the Map Advisory Group? We
set out below a case for a transfer of the current responsibility.
This issue is not a new one. The controllers and planners of many major events have beaten a path to the
door of Map Group, now Map Advisory Group (MAG), usually to be rebuffed, occasionally to get a
grudging approval, after lots of argument. For the 2008 British Long Distance Championships at Culbin, the
then Events Committee eventually allowed the event officials to take the final decision. The planners of the
2010 British Middle Distance Championships on Haverthwaite Heights in the Lake District were finally
allowed to give the older runners map enlargements, after initially being advised by Map Group that they
should avoid placing controls for these runners in more intricately contoured locations.
Following the 2010 Middle Distance Championships, Lakeland OC attempted to get the issue of map scales
in complex terrain on to the agenda for the first Association and Club Conference in 2011, but was not
successful, even though this was the only issue raised by a Club or Association. The British Orienteering
Board offered, instead, to set up a Working Party, but has since taken no further action on this matter.
Day 2 of the 2015 JK is to be on a new map in the Duddon Valley. At the suggestion of Martin Bagness, a
very successful elite in his day and now a much respected professional mapper, who is both preparing the
new map and planning the elite courses on Day 2, the controller and planners have requested that all runners
should be permitted to use map enlargements, as well as the elite 18s, 20s and 21s, who use 1:10,000 scale
maps for their Middle Distance races on Day 2 anyway. A similar application has been made for Day 3,
which is on Bigland, near Newby Bridge. These proposals are summarised in the table below:
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DAY 2 INDIVIDUAL
Age Classes
Proposed Map Scales
M/W 18E, 20E, 21E 1:10000 (no change from IOF / BOF guidelines)
M/W 161:7500 (enlarged from 1:10000)
M/W 18, 21, 35, 40
1:10000 (enlarged from 1:15000)
M/W 45+
1:7500 (enlarged from 1:10000)
DAY 3 INDIVIDUAL
Age Classes
Proposed Map Scales
M/W 18E, 20E, 21E 1:15000 (no change from IOF / BOF guidelines)
M/W 161:7500 (enlarged from 1:10000)
M/W 18, 21, 35, 40
1:10000 (enlarged from 1:15000)
M/W 45+
1:7500 (enlarged from 1:10000)
Unfortunately, MAG has already turned down both requests, without
any discussions or visits to either area.
Samples of the Bigland map are presented here, at the standard scale of
1:15,000, at the usual enlargement scale, whatever the terrain, of
1:10,000 and at our preferred enlargement scale for older runners in
intricately contoured terrain of 1:7,500. Lakeland OC has carried out 2
surveys of runners' preferences, one by Carol McNeill, who offered a
choice of map scales, and the other by questionnaire after a major event
at which map enlargements were provided. In both instances, the vast
majority of competitors preferred the larger scale maps.

Bigland at 1:15.000 Scale

Bigland at 1:10.000 Scale
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Orienteering is a sport involving a combination of both
running and navigation. It is not a test of eyesight, yet MAG
continues to argue that British Orienteering should only use
the map scales specified in the IOF Rules and that allowing
the use of map enlargements will encourage mappers to
include more detail on their maps. Participation numbers are
in long term decline, yet scant attention is being paid to
satisfying what is an obvious preference, for runners to be
provided with maps that they can read on the run.

Bigland at 1:7,500 Scale
Should MAG be responsible for deciding whether map enlargements can be used, when major events are
held on intricately contoured terrain? We don't think so. We believe that MAG should concentrate on
ensuring that mappers produce maps in accordance with the Rules and that areas are not overmapped. We
believe that the right people to decide at what scale those maps should then be provided to the competitors
are the event planners and controller. After all, the controller is already responsible for assessing the
suitability of the area for the competition in the first place.
We are making a Proposal to the next British Orienteering AGM, to be held at JK 2014, removing the
responsibility, for deciding whether map enlargements should be used, from MAG and delegating it, instead,
to the event controllers and planners. Briefly, the Proposal allows the event officials to give younger
runners, except the elites, 1:10,000 scale map enlargements and older runners 1:7,500 scale map
enlargements, in terrain where it is not possible for experienced orienteers to read their maps at the normally
specified scales on the run.
If you prefer to be able to read your map whilst running through intricate terrain, please support this
Proposal. If you cannot make it to the British Orienteering AGM, please resolve to send back your postal
voting paper, as soon as you get the AGM paperwork through the post.
Richard Tiley Chairman
Lakeland OC
Dick Towler Vice-Chairman
Lakeland OC

BIRCH’S DIARY
After several weeks sitting in the car while that selfish pair went off to orienteer, I have at last got out into
the forest. We all went to the Devon League event at Ashclyst, the place where I first went orienteering as a
young puppy. It was a lovely day and I was able to greet a lot of my friends, Susan took me to registration
where I was able to put my paws onto the table to see who was there and I managed to put my mark on
several of the entry slips before Susan stopped me and took me back to the car. I went with Roger to the
start and I am glad to say that he took me round the green course.
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From the start we followed the track to the semi open area and made our way across the stream and to the
first control. We continued down onto the next track by crossing the other stream and followed it to the
large bend and then crossed back over the stream and climbed up the hill to control 2. We followed the
main tracks to the bank and then found a nice unmapped extraction lane which took us to control 3. We had
a long path run to the small river and made our way along its edge to the ditch/stream junction and our
control. We had to cross the river and climb up the hill, avoiding the patches of fight to get to number 5.
We ran at an angle to the field boundary, onto the track and then followed the ride to the control. I insisted
on running on ahead and made my way north down the bank to the next track and then went straight on at
the junction and waited patiently for Roger to arrive. When he came to punch I followed the track onwards
as there were some strong scents leading that way, but Roger insisted that we make our way through the
woods to the path running SW of us, then along a narrow ride to the main N/S track. We headed south to
the edge of the fight and had a look at the direct route to the control, but decided that it was too thick to get
through easily without hurting my paws, so we went down to the bottom (S) path and up the bank to the
control number 8. From there I lead the way to the next control by going diagonally up the hill until we
reached the earth wall and then made our way along it until we reached the bank heading up the hill. I had
to wait patiently for Roger to catch me up and punch the control before leading the way along the bank to
control 10. We went diagonally up the hill and skirted around the south side of the fight and I found number
11 quickly, making sure Roger saw it before I lead him to number 12. He then insisted heading back to the
track and overshooting the control to use the vegetation boundary as an attack point for control 13. He
decided to head straight for the path junction and the control before making his way along the path to the
finish.
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My bosses are a pair of delicate blooms as they refused to stir themselves to go to Mount Edgecumbe as it
was wet and windy. I was furious and sulked the whole day! However they managed to make the effort to
go to Killerton for the Devon Christmas Tree O. It was a lovely day and I had no worries about getting wet
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or too muddy. I am sure neither do my complexion any good. We arrived in good time and Susan
registered us providing Roger with our control card. A very large affair with a Christmas Tree in the centre
and boxes to punch around the edge, it was cunningly folded so that we could not read the map and see
where the controls were. We went to the start, there was a box laid out on the ground, but everyone gathered
inside this and Adrian Taylor had a few words before everyone set off together – this was all wrong!
Everyone rushed of in every direction as they opened their maps. Roger and I set off to number one and had
to wait to punch the control before joining the queue to get through the gate and punch the control. I was so
impatient that I rushed on ahead and squeezed under the gate, then I saw Susan in the queue and rushed up
to greet her, before joining Roger as .I headed to no 10. We went round a whole series of controls. As we
ran around the paths by the Ha Ha Roger led me into number 24, but I found number 20 which was not on
the main map! I felt very proud of that. Between us we went to all the controls nos. 1 – 14 as well as 20 and
24.
Birch Hateley

SUMMARY OF NOVEMBER COMMITTEE MEETING
Mapping Update
i) Fernworthy : Some concern expressed over the tight timescale lessened by knowledge that the planner (
Tom L ) also involved in the mapping.
An extra event for the TT will be going ahead. An urban event at Tavistock being mapped and run by Kerno
Mapping Course : Now being held at Torquay Boys Grammar School due to excessive undergrowth at
Great Plantation .
Fixtures
i) The 4th May event at Mutters Moor has been accepted as the regional Yvette Baker heat. This puts some
further work onto the organiser both before and on the day. General view was that it would be helpful to
have a separate YB assistant who could just deal with that aspect.
ii) The 1st March River Dart event is sorted and DOC also running a Saturday night event on that weekend .
Competitors will need to pay at car park.
.
iii) Long O : Both days are being based at Princetown : Day 1 , a 1,2,3,or 4 hour score event on the
Burrator map and Day two, the usual Long O format using all the others. Entry fees to be agreed with QO
iv) Caddihoe 2015 : SWOA are asking for details. It was agreed that we stick to the middle weekend in
September. By default would have to be on “Burrator” as the only large area available/ not committed. .
NM raised the question of parking which is the main problem. Concern was raised about the possibility of
on road parking and the resulting potential problems Consideration given to bussing from Princetown or
Yelverton. Some problems anticipated. Agreed that we would consider nearer the time.
vi) Killerton : the National Trust wish to promote an Orienteering day in October 2014. Generally felt that
we could support..
Finance
i) An improvement on the previous figures now that the CC monies had been received.
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ii) Entry fees were considered for 2014 and the proposal to increase to £7 for adults and £2 for children was
approved. All 2nd maps / runs at £1. Family Groups £7.00 (but the Junior rate will apply if the children are
the main participants).
For the Galoppen and Compass Sport Club adult entry will be £8 and child £3 to offset the additional costs.
A £2 supplement for non BOF members was not agreed.
ii) Consideration then given for club subsidies for team events. A long discussion then followed in which
unanimity was found in fully supporting the CS Cup and the Yvette Baker with the other competitions
receiving less support.
CS Cup and YB
: All entry fees paid by club
JK And British relays ( all ages) : 50% be paid by club
Harvesters, P Palmer etc
: No support from club
Agreed that we give honorary membership to Brian Parker, Peter Flick, Erik Peckett and Mike Hosford in
recognition of their service over many years
iii) First Aid Course : Steve Rose is running a one day level 2 course at £45 per head. Details to be
published..
Planners Training day : the Greens can run and have suggested May 2014 at Killerton.
Other Items
i) On 11th January a training day is being run at Virtuous Lady followed by the night event.
DEVON EVENTS
January
25th Day and Night Event Wheathill Plantation, Woodbury Common
26th

League Event

Norsworthy Bridge, Burrator

February
1st
Informal
16th

Woodbury Common and Mutters Moor

COMPASS SPORT CUP

Haytor SX 765773

February 16th Compass Sport Cup Heat at Haytor.
We need as many members out on the moor as possible if we are to beat BOK. Each person can help, your
score can push down the score of BOK and any other big clubs that come to this heat
BOK won the national final in the Forest of Dean in October, they will have a formidable team at the Haytor
event. We will have to field a large team to beat them. So YOU ARE ALL NEEDED TO SUPPORT
DEVON.
March
2nd
Devon League

River Dart Country Park, Ashburton SX 735698

May
4th

Devon League

Mutters Moor

24th

TAMAR TRIPLE

Fernworthy
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KERNO
February
1st
Night League

Mt. Edgecumbe SX 449525

8th

Polly Joke SW 783603

Forest League

March
30th Forest League

Hustyn Woods SW 984691

April
27th Forest League

Dunmere Woods SX 041689
QO EVENTS

February
2nd
Galoppen

Castle Neroche & Staple Hill. ST267158

8th

Dead Woman’s Ditch ST161382

QOAD (Night)

March
8th
QOAD (Night)

Combe Hill

EDITORIAL
I hope you all enjoyed the festive period. It was good to see so many people enjoying the novelty event at
Killerton on the 28th December. The weather seems to be making a big impact on events now. Organisers
and controllers have to be careful about the safety of participants and the Burrator event was not the only
casualty of the weather at the start of the year. You need to be aware of your own safety and use your
commonsense when competing.
Devon are running several courses over the coming months:
1st February First Aid
Contact Tess Stone
nd
22 February LIDAR Course
Contact Erik Peckett
17th May
Planner’s Course
Contact Nicholas Maxwell or Jill Green
I do hope that all your forests and moorland will be sunlight and I look forward to seeing you all at Haytor
on 16th February.
Susan Hateley
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