DEVON ORIENTEER
No 168

September 2015.

The Devon tent at Darnaway (Day 3)
,

CLUB OFFICIALS
President

Sir John Cave Bt, DL
Committee

Chairman & Access

Nicholas Maxwell

Secretary

Steve Perrelle

Treasurer

Matt Atkins

Club Captain

Jill Green

Development

Alan Simpson

Committee Members

Graham Dugdale
Tim Gent
Bryan Smith
Wilf Taylor

Membership Secretary
Juniors
Fixtures.
Publicity & Website
Coaching

Other officials
A. & P. East Devon
John Dyson
Child Welfare
Helen Taylor
Club Clothing
Vivienne Maxwell
Equipment
Alan Simpson
Mapping
Roger Green
Newsletter Editor
Susan Hateley
Please note new email address (susan1945hateley@gmail.com)
SI Manager
Eleanor Taylor
SWOA Representative
Nicholas Maxwell
Web Manager
Bryan Smith
Junior Representative
To be advised
Volunteer Co-Ordinator
Helen Taylor helenmctalor@fsmail.net
Ass. Volunteer Co-Ordinator Ruth Chesters rmchesters@gmail.com
Deadline for copy for the next Devon Orienteer will be 31st October2015

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
The Scottish 6 Day and World Championships were certainly something to remember. The organising clubs did a
fantastic job getting over 6000 competitors to the events each day and coping with the challenges that gave; not least
the problem of parking all the vehicles on fields that had suffered the worst summer many in Scotland can recall.
From the competitor’s perspective there were some good areas and challenging courses. However, some of the days
were on quite physically challenging terrain including our old friends bracken and fallen trees and some interesting
mini gorge crossing. The marshy areas were just that. These conditions took their toll on the older competitors - on
Day 5 in particular- when a third of the W65L did not complete their course. So overall I look back on it as one of the
tougher Scottish 6 Days.
In a way holding the World Champs at the same time gave rise to the problem. Two days were held on rougher and
tougher areas to allow the World Champs events to be held on the same day on adjacent better areas (then used by
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S6D the following day). None of the events made use of the sand dune strips by the Moray Firth which was a pity – a
bit of well drained terrain would have given a bit of variety. I am sure there will have been a good reason why not.
There will be much debate about whether the physicality of the courses was appropriate on some of the older courses
(as happened after the JK). It will be interesting how this affects the format of Deeside 2018. I have heard a few
people (not Devon members ) say they do not plan to go to the next Scottish 6 Day and I understand why they say that
but it is a sad outcome after all the work that was put in to stage the event.
So to all who persevered and finished well done and to those who triumphed many congratulations.
By the time you read this the Caddihoe should be in full swing and it is our opportunity to put on events to make
competitors want to come again. Do give feedback after the event. We know Fernworthy has contours, fallen trees
and some bracken – will we find it easier post S6D?
We are fortunate indeed that the Caddihoe is on the first weekend in September – which is unusually early - for the
contractors arrive soon after to make our new map out of date. This pretty much completes the set for contractors at
work on our Forestry Commission areas.
27th September is the Club Championships at Whitchurch Common and lunch and AGM at the nearby Walkhampton
village hall immediately following. Do come along and support the AGM and give your feedback. We also want new
people to join the committee, broaden the representation in the club.
Nicholas Maxwell

NEW MEMBER
Welcome to:
Richard Hathway M40 West Buckland , Barnstaple

AGM AND CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS

27th September 2015
The Club Championships will be held at Whitchurch Common (parking/assembly to south of area) on 27 th September
2015 with a score type format. Starts 11am to 11.15am. Full details on website.
Following the event there will be a lunch (around 1pm) and AGM (2pm start) at the Memorial Hall in nearby
Walkhampton. The hall with adjacent parking is on the left on the road to Dousland if travelling from the centre of the
village.

SCOTTISH 6 DAYS
DAY 1 ACHAGOUR
The area was new to a lot of orienteers, although it joined the area used for Day 6 of Moray 2013 and this was visited
by the long courses. Being on the short course, my start was close to the “Arena” but across a piece of marsh. I
started as I had left off on the training areas, by following some elephant tracks to the wrong path! After several
minutes, I ended up in a position to relocate and then easily made my way to the first control. After that all went well
until I came to a control described as a depression, but appeared to me to be one of those giant furrows beloved of the
forestry commission in wet areas. On the third cast I saw a control, went to it in the hope that I could use it to
relocate, and discovered that it was mine! After that I ploughed through more deep furrows and found the remainder
of my controls with very little problem.
Susan Hateley
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DAY 3 DARNAWAY EAST

I had an ok run, but the best bit of day 3 was doing the string course with my 2 year old
grandson Theodore. The String course started and finished in the garden to the side of
Darnaway castle. Theo is an old hand at string courses (which he calls the ‘beepbeeps’) and – suitably equipped with his dibber and a very nicely produced map visited the clear station and launched himself onto the course.

The thin red line soon left the garden and plunged down a steep slope, at the bottom of
which we could see the WOC outside broadcast vans parked, waiting for the Relays to
start. Here the control was beside an enormous rootstock.

While there were plenty of control points along the string itself, there were also a
number of off-string controls – for those who felt a bit more confident in their mapreading skills. Theo of course punched everything he came across, whether beside
the string or not!

Back up the slope via a long flight of steps to the highlight of the entire course – a
control beside a superior sort of Wendy house. Theo loved this, and went in and
out several times, punching the control each time as he did so.

One of the off-string controls was a rather scary (I thought) tree, painted with eyes
and huge red lips but it didn’t seem to bother Theo, who then pushed on round the
remaining controls and managed a sprint finish along the herbaceous border.
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At Download, his splits print-out was very long indeed – with all the string
controls, most of the off-string controls and about eight punches at the Wendy
house! He was duly congratulated by the organisers and handed a pencil and a
very nice shortbread biscuit. Later that evening when his daddy got home and
asked if he’s been to the String course, Theo very proudly announced, “I did
it!”
Carol Pearce

(Theo’s parents were busy with the radio controls for the World Championships)
Day 4 DARNAWAY WEST
This was an interesting area covered with mainly deciduous woodland and very runnable. Close to my start there was an area of
recent felling, but it was easily avoided. As usual I had some impressive legs and some careless legs, one of these was just
because I looked right instead of left! That cost me some 10+ minutes. There were plenty of control sites and not too much
climb. Some of the re-entrants looked more like large depressions and controls appeared to be hung on the edge. However it was
a lovely area and we were lucky to be able to visit the private estate.
Susan Hateley
Day 6 GLEN AFFRIC NORTH
Day 6 at the Scottish 6-days Championships provided another opportunity to compete on terrain used for a WOC event, this time
in Glen Affric (North). It promised a lot after a more physical area south of the valley on Day 5, not used by (or fit for) WOC
competitors. For the 41 Devon participants (of the 53 who did pre-register for the 6-days), and not including those on colour
coded courses, 19 had their best run of the week on Day 6, including me. Perhaps it took a few events to get used to the more
technical terrain than we are used to in the south west or perhaps we were just more determined to finish with a good performance.
This was my 6th or 7th 6-days since 1993 and my usual approach, on top of an increase in training and studying maps of other
complex areas, is to head off (too) fast. A 'hope for the best' moment somewhere around the course usually leads me to become
completely unstuck without the usual linear features to relocate from, and a 10-20 min error (or 2 or 3…). After experiencing a
stage 1 hamstring strain in mid-June I had two attempts to start running again, and realised I would struggle to compete with my
usual approach. I did quite a lot of cycle training which was fine but no running or technical training, and I even missed the Devon
Relays. So, as a 'new' M60, with a compression band around my thigh I walked/jogged the first 3 days in Scotland and hit every
control, ending with less frustration than usual and was probably not much slower. After watching the WOC Relays on a big
screen at Darnaway I decided to push harder on my Day 4 run in the lovely forest. I hit the first 6 controls and was in 10th, and 1st
Brit, but in usual fashion I had a 'hope for the best’ moment and completely blew it.
After giving my hamstring a day to recover (missing Day 5) while serving as a stand-in car parking volunteer in Glen Affric it was
Day 6 at Glen Affric North (or Glen Africa, we noticed for the String course on the 3 km uphill walk to the start). After a 1.75hr
drive from our accommodation (staying with 15 Kerno members) near Nairn I was keen to register a reasonable 4th day for the
rankings despite the strapped thigh. With good run-ability in the mixed forest for course 32 I only had two small errors but was
glad to finish the 5.3k in 67 min just outside the top third for M60L, and giving an overall 73rd out of 175 (33 of 92 from the UK)
competitors who completed at least 4 days. The big screen technology was still in place at the finish from the previous day’s
WOC event to capture runners at the finish. I had almost dropped to M60S the week before and was glad I had got around the
longer course; By taking it slower the week was very enjoyable and I probably did just as well.
For those less competitive orienteers after a long queue on Day 1 to register for the week the colour coded courses were certainly
more challenging than usual. But by Day 6 most Devonians had really advanced their skills and were navigating with little or no
reliance on the usual handrail features such as paths.
It was a shame for at least 12 from Devon who had to miss the final event. A flu bug spread through those camping and using the
two Devon minibuses from Day 3 onwards, and injury affected others.
But what a great week, with no runs in the rain (for me anyway), and overall superb organisation of the combined WOC and 6Days event with apparently over 800 volunteers. I also had a chance to spend 2-3hrs helping Roger Hargreaves and Kerno
members to prepare the change-over fencing for the WOC Relays in the TV covered magnificent setting in front of Moray House,
Darnaway, and watch Ospreys watching all the unusual activity from their tree top. The downside was lots of travelling on some
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days and over an hour to get into event car parks on 2 days due to the challenge of accommodating a record 6000+ competitors for
the 6-days after a wetter than usual summer.
Adrian Taylor

TASMANIAN DEVILS, SPIDERS, SNAKES AND ORIENTEERING
Alison and I have long wanted to go to Tasmania, but not been able to fit it in when visiting Australia previously- after
all, there is so much else to see, why go to an island, 12 hours ferry ride away, famous for its deadly spiders and
snakes, and a native mammal called a Tasmanian Devil? But it has a lot of great scenery itself, so we wanted to go
sometime. We read in Compass Sport that Tasmania was hosting the first round of the World Cup as part of the
biennial Oceania Championships last January, followed by a series of 5 short events over 4 days around Hobart, the
state capital. That seemed good value in orienteering terms- enough to consider flying to the other side of the world.
The idea quickly took hold that we could visit my relatives in Melbourne for Christmas, then dash over to do the
Champs and at least some of the Shorts before flying home, all without taking too much time off work
There were a lot of different competitions to organise for a limited number of orienteers - Tasmania doesn't have a
large membership. It was interesting to read in their online magazine of similar challenges to us regarding finding
areas, and helpers. So it was not surprising that we saw many of the same faces helping at each event. There was the
World Cup, 5 days of the Oceania Championships, national schools champs, as well as a NZ v Australia competition.
The programme was so detailed that we didn't appreciate until we were there that there would only be one classic
distance, with the others being middle distance or sprint. It didn't matter in the end- we took long enough most days on
the complex terrain that we got our money's worth!
We didn't see much of the World Cup events as most were held on different days. A few top Brits were there (see
Compass Sport for a write up of their progress) and they performed ok, but the Swiss and Swedes appeared to
dominate.
The first event was held on the very spacious Launceston Uni campus, in the middle of the day in 36°C heat!! So we
were glad it was just a sprint! It was good fun, but not really what we had come for.
The second day was the 1st proper run on typical Australian bush country: dry, among broken woodland, with lots of
complex rock features. I (Andy) started disastrously, managing to take 10 minutes to find the first Control, 150m
downhill from the start- I could have crawled there quicker! I got better once I got used to the terrain, initially worried
about snakes but quickly realised that this was a waste of time, just make a lot of noise and try to stick to rocky areas
where you could see underfoot. The main concern was spiders and their webs!
The terrain on the third day provided lovely fast open running with sea views . The land owner ran a winery and
provided a marquee offering wine tasting on the way to the start! Thinking it would be better to do some tasting after
my run, especially as it was another hot midday start, I reluctantly passed them by. However, after another mediocre
performance, it was all gone by the time I finished! We also had to rush back to the campsite to get our campervan
leisure battery changed. Otherwise, the lights and fridge wouldn't work (pretty important in hot weather).
The 4th day was at Coles Bay, a popular holiday spot with lovely beaches. The area itself, however, was very
different, and not dissimilar to many UK forest areas: a lot of green on the map, and wet and slippery after heavy rain.
This was followed by a couple of rest days, when as with most multi day events, we didn't rest, but went kayaking and
walked the famous Wineglass Bay circuit, seeing lots of orienteers doing the same! They are usually easy to pick out
from the ordinary tourists.
The 5th day (classic distance) was at Transit Flat (not). My course was only 6.6k but provided great technical terrain.
I had a reasonable run and found all the controls fairly easily, but failed to punch at the drinks point, probably being so
parched that I had other priorities!
We then moved down to Hobart for the Shorts. We only had time for 3 of these over 2 days before leaving. It was an
interesting format, a lot of work for a small orienteering club not used to the large number of competitors, who like us,
had stayed on to make the most of their trip.
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There were a couple of interesting ideas employed. The SI was run from a trailer, where the SI team could sit inside.
They also provided DIY results using sticky labels, which competitors stuck on wooden blocks, and hung like a ladder
in order (like a squash ladder ), bulky, but effective.
The courses were short, but tough, especially as the day when we did 2 events was one of the wettest days on record.
The morning event may have been a college campus, but had extensive bushland, making some of the terrain very
much dark green fight.
Our last event, before flying the next day, was in the afternoon at a place called Seven Mile Beach. The weather had
become even more wet and windy, not a day to be outside except for orienteers. We nearly didn't bother after
developing leaks in our campervan, which developed into water streaming down inside the walls. But as we had to
drive past the event on the way back to the campsite after another rendezvous with the hire company, we felt we had
to do it. Despite the weather, we were glad we bothered - it was excellent terrain, a narrow strip of densely forested
dunes, where you could bypass a knoll within metres. Alison's best day, she said. Another headless chicken
performance by me.
So, overall, would we recommend orienteering in Australia in a campervan? Absolutely! We only saw Tasmanian
Devils, spiders and snakes in wildlife parks. Because every dead branch looked like a snake, you quickly stopped
worrying about them. The terrain was different and technical, the locals always friendly and laid back, and we
became very attached to our campervan, with its idiosyncrasies.
Andy and Alison Reynolds

BIRCH’S HOLIDAY TALES
My last Devon event was in July when I checked that all the controls were in the correct place for the Devon Relays.
It was great fun going around Knightshayes and making sure that Alan had everything in the right place – which of
course he had. I then watched the relays from the assembly area; it was good to see so many people discussing tactics
and the enthusiasm with which they tackled all the courses.
Almost immediately after the relays we headed for Scotland. I just had to stay tight and sleep the long journey away.
When we reached Scotland we had a few days to recover before heading to our holiday cottage for a fortnight. We
had plenty of walks in various forests and on moorland in the south of the country, but once in the Inverness area we
started to do some of the training events. They were fun – Roger and I started off first and managed to visit most of
the controls we had set ourselves leaving Susan to do here own thing.
The first event was at Reelig, we stared up a steep hill and did an anticlockwise course, meeting Susan at the furthest
point before we hurried back to the car, leaving Susan to complete her controls. She was so slow, that we went up to
our first control to wait for her. We did 7 controls but Susan managed to do an extra one. No wonder she took so
long!
The next time we went out we went to Littlemill, a mixture of steep slopes and marshy areas. Needless to say when
we got out of the car and they looked for their O shoes, they discovered that Susan had forgotten to put them in the
car, so they had to make do with their dog walking shoe and no compass. We climbed up from the car park to the first
control; I left them both in my wake as they took ages to climb the 45 metres. Once on the top, Roger and I took off
clockwise, leaving Susan to go anticlockwise. She gave us a start and we met up at the mid way point. We left her
and continued on our way and waited for ages aat the car. Eventually Susan turned up, she had managed to wander of
the map! How stupid can you get! We did 12 control while Susan managed 11.
Our final training effort was at Abriachan, up in the hills above Lochness, no we didn’t see Nessy, I was very
disappointed as I would have liked to find out her secrets of keeping people guessing about her and her mysteries.
Susan had remembered all our kit this time, wonders will never cease. We all walked form the car park to the start,
again Roger and I set off first from the rather nice hut or shieling and made our way over the hill to our first control,
we did the next three with no problems, but then Roger missed the way to the next control and ended up relocating on
another control nearer the finish, so we completed our exercise by heading to the finish. Susan had seen us at the
control before we missed our way, and then thought another person was Roger, so headed towards him, thus losing
herself again! She eventually relocated and managed to find the control she was looking for before heading back to
the final few controls and the finish. We were getting concerned, but luckily some other orienteers had seen her and
knew that she was on her way to the finish. Roger and I managed 5 controls, Susan did 6.
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We visited some
other lovely areas
while we were in
the region. We
were unable to go
to three of the
Scottish 6 Days as
I was confined to
the car park and
because of the
weather
and
numbers
of
orienteers, there
were some long
walks from the car
park to the arena,
and my people
where concerned
at leaving me for a
long time in the
car in case it got
too hot, or if they
had left me in my
shelter, the weather had changed and I got too wet and miserable. Instead we went to Culbin, Roseisle and Ord Hill.
We also went dolphin watching and I was so jealous as they were having a good swim and feeding on salmon at the
same time. I am always hungry!

Me with Susan at Culbin after going up the Tower at Hill 99
Birch Hateley
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FIXTURES
DEVON FIXTURES

27th September Club Championships

Whitchurch Common
(not Pork Hill)

Organiser:
Alison Reynolds
Starts from 11.00 – 11.15
8th November
Organiser:
Start Times

Galoppen & League 1 Haytor SX767773
Wilf Taylor
11.00 – 13.00

22nd November SWOA Anniversary Event & League 2
Killerton SS977001
Organiser: Helen Taylor
Start Times
10.30 – 12.30
28th November Night League
Organiser: Paul Glanville

TBC

6th December League Event
Starts 10.30 – 12.30

Core Copse

27th December Christmas Event
Organiser: Roger Green
Mass Start: 11.00

Escot Park SY084976

KERNO FIXTURES
13th September Forest League Davidstow
Starts 11.00 – 13.30
10th October

Urban (SEOUL)

11th October
Galoppen
Starts 11.00 – 13.30

St Ives

Hayle Towans

22nd November Forest League Polly Joke
Starts 11.00 – 13.30
QO FIXTURES
3rd & 4th October LONG O
Quantock Hills
18th October
Forest league 1 Triscombe Stone ST163359
Start Times 11.00 – 13.00
31st October

After Dark 1

Details to be confirmed

14th November After Dark 2

Details to be confirmed

22nd November SWOA Aniversary Event Meadow Run, Taunton
6th December Forest League 2 Ham Hill ST477167
2016
1st January

Forest League 3 Wind Down ST221342
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