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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
It has been a fantastic month of events with the Tamar Triple followed closely by a return to Braunton.
Plymouth proved a great venue for an urban event with the opportunity to get confused in the different levels of the
Citadel and on the foreshore. Competitors saw some really stunning scenery looking over the Sound. Thanks to
Roger Hargreaves KERNO for producing the map - assisted by others who walked the streets to add the detail.
The Davidstow event on Bodmin Moor was a different type of moorland event to Dartmoor. Very fast running,
largely free of gorse, bracken, heather, marsh and tussocks. The terrain and faster running speeds led to longer
courses. I am grateful to KERNO for making this area available as our non Dartmoor forested areas were out of use.
The TT held the SW middle distance champs at Mount Edgcumbe park with more stunning views of Plymouth Sound.
A common feature of all these events was the sunhine each day – not something we have always had. The numbers
who attended TT were up about 20% on the events two years ago. We will need to examine why that was. Last time
Page 2

we had Cookworthy and Fernworthy which both have a greater technical challenge than the areas used this time.
However, with the technical challenge comes a much greater physicality which I know is not enjoyed by some
orienteers.
Thanks to everyone involved with making the TT a success.
It is two years until the next Tamar Triple and one of our best areas – Braunton - may be available for use in 2018.
We ran an event there in June after an absence of many years – sadly not in sunshine but rather persistent rain which
made life difficult for those relying on some form of magnification to read the map. Thanks to Phil Beale for
arranging the permissions and organising the event, John Pearce for updating the map and Ben Chesters for planning
the courses.
Congratulations to Carol Pearce W70 for winning bronze and gold respectively in British Sprint and Middle Distance
Championships and Jill Green W70 and Rob Parkinson M60 for getting silver in the middle distance events.
For those visiting Wales for five days of orienteering later this month have a safe journey and I hope the same weather
that Devon and Cornwall provided at the TT! Looking ahead we will soon get to experience Dartmoor again with the
relays at Hay Tor and the LongO on north Dartmoor.
Nicholas Maxwell

NEW MEMBER
Welcome to:
Lily Bryant
W12
Ottery St. Mary
We hope you will enjoy your orienteering.

SUMMARY OF THE DEVON ORIENTEERING CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING
ON 25TH MAY 2016
Fixtures
Tamar Triple event appears to be falling nicely into place. Good numbers for each day.
Braunton Burrows proceeding well. Need to push hard to maximise numbers
Short discussion over whether the format of events and the Devon league is “fit for purpose” or could it be improved.
Feeling at the meeting that the large events should be continued. To be considered in depth at next meeting after a
review by sub-committee.
Finance
.Balances are holding up well at the current time although mapping costs for Braunton will need to be recouped.
A request for funding for the Harvesters had been received and will need to be declined as outside of the current
funding arrangements.
Clubmark
The renewal of Clubmark was proceeding in most areas but one area causing concern is the lack of coaches, and
particularly licensed ones. This is currently being reviewed and will hold up the renewal process.
Volunteering
Thanks were recorded to John and Ben Chesters for their ongoing help in running the East Devon sessions.
A small Yvette Baker team will be making the journey up to the finals with the entry costs plus bus travel costs be
covered by the club.
Misc Items
POCS are now on the BOF website . Thanks to Roger Green for his work on updating the Exeter Riverside map.
The website is a good central portal and gives a lot of information. The N Trust Saltram and Plym Bridge maps are
not on our site nor are they available from the trust web site. There is a new person in charge at the N Trust and
position needs to be established
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Risk assessments. Hard copies of risk assessments and accident report forms to be retained by the club secretary for
legal purposes.
Next Meeting

: 13th July 2016 at 7.30 p.m.

ORIENTEERING MUSINGS IN THE USA
We have a son in the oil industry who moves about every two years. At the moment it is Texas and we joined him and
family spending time visiting some of the sights of New Mexico and Arizona.
We visited some caves at Carlsbad where the internet said there was an 850 feet descent to a big cavern and the lifts
were not working. OK that was fine. What we had not appreciated was that the descent was down an impressive
cavern system on a good path before the St Pauls Cathedral size cavern at the bottom. I encouraged pregnant daughter
in law to attempt it by pointing out large Americans walking up. If they can do it you can do it. She made it down
and up but there was a flaw in the logic because it became apparent that they were not descending all the way.
Orienteering lesson - when on a course take care if you make decisions based on what other people are doing.
We visited a petrified forest. Mapping question. If it looks like a wooden tree trunk or a pile of wooden fragments but
is actually now rock what symbol would you use? The tree trunks in question are now horizontal and not vertical so at
least you do not have to consider what colour the forest would be. I will leave the mappers to debate how to map it.
Orienteering lesson - the symbol on the course description may not be as you imagine it when you see it on the
ground – keep an open mind.
The highlight of the trip was to visit the Grand Canyon and to descend to the bottom. We made an early visit to the
National Park office to see if they had any maps. A leaflet was thrust into our hands by the park ranger showing two
routes to the bottom, the intermediate huts, campsites, bridge crossings over the River Colarodo. That would be all we
needed he said. Philistine! Has he no love of contours? Had we a permit we are asked? Why, do we need one? Yes if
we camp and it is a two day trip. It was not to be attempted in one day as it is just under a mile of descent and ascent.
On the basis it was slightly more climb than Ben Nevis in reverse we thought it was achievable. I also knew an
MDOC lady of similar age who had found it straight forward.
In fairness to the park ranger they do have to rescue people. The main issue being heat casualties in the valley during
the summer where the temperature is significantly higher. For us the warning sign at the top was to take crampons but
I had checked with a walker the day before these were not required. I did, however, slip on some hidden ice on the
path near the top obscured by dirt. It took us 2 hours to jog down to the bottom, half an hour to walk up the river, a
rest at the campsite and then 5 hours to walk up the other path. Strangely at the bottom you can only see the
immediate cliffs – a bit like in a Derbyshire Dale.
It was later in the morning as we came up and here we did meet people who had descended further than they perhaps
should carrying just a bottle of water and no food. Orienteering lesson – training, mentoring from others and gaining
experience gives you the skills and confidence to take on challenges. But remember Clint Eastwood in Dirty Harry A man’s got to know his limitations!
Nicholas Maxwell
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BRITISH SPRINT CHAMPIONSHIPS – 11TH JUNE 2016
I thought the Olympic Park would make a great venue for an orienteering event when I went to watch the Olympics
there, and 4 years later the area was finally used for the British Sprint Championships.
Preparation for the event wasn’t ideal; having
to catch a 3am coach from Swansea and then a
slightly rushed tube journey across London to
Stratford.
The event consisted of two courses. First there
was the heat, with three different courses for
each class, held around the athlete’s village and
the north of the park. In the afternoon there was
the final, set around the main part of the park
and the stadium.
The first half of the course was pretty
straightforward, with a few controls scattered
around the main accommodation, before
heading out into the north of the park. There
were a few of the controls where the cycle track
(OOB) meant a long detour around the area, but
they were fairly obvious. In the end I got round
in just under 30 minutes. Admittedly I could
have been faster, but this was my first run in a
while and I was out of practice.
Christopher Garrett

FLURRY’S YEAR.
Flurry has had a successful yet disappointing year in the sense of near misses and new terrain. As you may know he
came 3rd overall on days 2 & 3 at the JK. He 'won' both days of the Welsh Champs in the stunning scenery of the JK
relay area in 2015 and Sugarloaf mountain near Abergavenny.
Flurry then came a narrow 4th at the Midland Champs in Sherwood Forest (3 mins 26 secs off leader); 4th at the
British Long Champs at Brown Clee Shropshire (2 mins 33 secs off leader); and 4th at British Middle Champs at
Dorking (2 mins 15 secs off leader). At the Sprint Champs in the surreal Olympic Park in London he was disqualified
in the heats stage (along with 70 others including Zac Hudd and the Chapman brothers from Maroc) and then came
first in the 'B' race
At Braunton Burrows he was beaten by an M70 but recognised that it was a highly technical course. He is looking
forward to the Yvette Baker Final this weekend. He was selected for Llaganlia but will be holidaying in Greece with
us far from rain & wind.
Peter Grierson
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Short Green Course Davidstow Moor

DAVIDSTOW
I had booked to take part in all three days of the Tamar Triple, but decided that my knee would only hold up on grass,
so I gave the Urban event in Plymouth a miss.
We arrived at Davidstow Moor in brilliant sunshine and hot temperatures, so first to set up the Birch shelter so she
could find some shade should she wish. Then prepare for the start, a hop, skip and jump away from the car park and
assembly area. At the start there was no one in my start lane, so I was able to go straight away. Control 1 was a
straight line route from the start, no. 2 was on one of the earth banks generated as protection against explosions – there
were 4 of these on the map, I could see three! So I headed to the second one to my left, my only real mistake of the
walk. I quickly corrected myself and headed to the correct bank found the control where it should have been and on to
no.3. This was easy to find as the obvious change in vegetation that marked the boundary between marsh and fast
running grass was easy to see. Once within the circle the control shone like a beacon. Compass work to no.4, just a
rough bearing and fine adjustments on hitting the bank just before the control, then a long leg to 5 a boulder, once half
way to the control it was obvious as it was a very tall pillar like stone which might have been a gate post.
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The next control( no. 6) was on the gate leading into the wood, so head for the edge of the wood and follow the track
between the fences to the gate and stile into the wood. Once into the wood and then past the worst of the vegetation,
into the white wood and straight to the hide, then keeping a eye open for the ground cover vegetation onto the
rootstock close to the boundary fence before heading to the exit back onto the moor. It was easy to reach no. 9 as
there were, by now, a large number of orienteers heading to it. Punch and then onto 10, again easy to see the area as it
was at the south western end of the distinctive contour feature. Uphill to the pond on the spur, I then left most of my
fellow orienteers and headed on a rough compass bearing to the boulder (no. 12). I was slightly to far south, but a
slight adjustment of direction of travel meant that I arrived at the boulder with very little loss of time. A contour to the
track and then a slight climb from the track brought me to no. 13, back onto the track and straight to the gully and
no.14 and to the finish. It was a very fast area and as I am confined to walking I was slow compared with most of the
other people on my course, but it was a lovely course and a great area in the dry!
Thank you Nicholas for a great course.
After letting Gorse have a short walk, we returned home and I was too shattered to go to Mount Edgecumbe the next
day.
Susan Hateley

RESULTS
Tamar Triple Top ten places for Devon Members
Day 1 Plymouth Urban
Junior Men
1st
Harry Fox
2nd
rd
3
Jack Forrest
5th
Tommy Wright
8th
Finn Robinson

Flurry Grierson
4th
Sam Johnson
6th
Ben Stevens

Young Junior Men
3rd
Bobby Godley 5th
9th
Finlay Walsh

John McNaughton

Men Open
5th
Duncan Taylor

8th

Sean Rowe

Senior Vet Men
4th
Rob Parkinson
Ultra Vet Men
3rd
Tom Lillicrap 9th

Mike Wimpenny

Tourist
8th
Mike Cullen
Day 2 Davidstow
Black
1st
Jamie Parkinson
10th
Matthew Atkins

4th

James Jackson

Brown
1st
Ben Chesters (Sarum-honorary Devon)
Blue
1st

Rob Parkinson

4th

Harry Fox
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Green
1st
Flurry Grierson
2nd
th
4
Sam Johnson
Short Green
5th
Toria Wimpenny 6th

Jack Forrest
6th
Ella Bowles
Alison Reynolds

Orange
1st
Fraser Dixon

2nd

Day 3 Mount Edgecumbe

SW Middle Distance Championships

SW Champions
M12 Tom Perry
M16 Harry Fox
M60 Rob Parkinson
W16 Meg Somers

Albert Gilmore

M14
M18
W12

Sam Johnson
Tom Snow
Lily Bryant

Other top ten places.
M12

2nd
4th

Albert Gilmore
John McNaughton

3rd
5th

Otto Oldridge
George Oldridge

M14

2nd
5th
7th
9th

Obbie Fox
Jack Forrest
Finn Heywood
Daniel Graves

4th
6th
8th

Flurry Grierson
Tommy Wright
Fraser Dixon

M16

2nd
4th
6th

Harry McMurtie
Reuben Vasey
James Condon

3rd
5th

Ben Stevens
Hugo Twigger

M20

2nd

Sean Rowe

M45

2nd

Matthew Atkins

8th

James Jackson

M50

7th

Andrew Reynolds

M55

4th

Steve Edmonds

M60

5th

Adrian Taylor

M65

2nd
5th

Mike Wimpenny
Tom Lillicrap

4th

Chris Virgo

M70
W50

5th
7th

Alan Simpson
Alison Reynolds

W55

2nd

Ella Bowles

W60

5th

Toria Wimpenny

W65

6th

Ruth Chesters

BRITISH SPRINT CHAMPIONSHIPS
Held on 11th June in the Queen Elizabeth Park (the Olympic Park)
Bronze Medal W70A Carol Pearce
Winners of B & C finals
W50C Alison Reynolds
5th

M16A

M65C Chris Virgo

Harry McMurtrie
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6th
12th
28th
31st

Mens Open A
M50B
Mens Open B
Mens Open C

Jamie Parkinson
Andrew Reynolds
Grey Grierson
Christopher Garrett

BRITISH MIDDLE DISTANCE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Held on Leith Hill, Surrey on 12th June
Gold Medal
Silver Medal
Silver Medal

W70
W70
M60

Other places:
4th
M14
7th
M16
9th
M65
10th
M70
12th
M20
th
19
W50
24th
M50

Flurry Grierson
Harry McMurtrie
Chris Virgo
John Pearce
Grey Grierson
Alison Reynolds
Andrew Reynolds

1st

Carol Pearce
Jill Green
Rob Parkinson

Joe Woodley M20 Gold Medal
(Grandson of Devon member Gerald Woodley)

BIRCHES TAILS
Since I last wrote to you all I am sad to say that I have not been out orienteering at all! That wretched person has not
let me lose at any event, even though she knows I am a far better orienteer than her!
We did have one nice week when we went on holiday to Cornwall, to a Forest Holiday place in the middle of a wood.
Sheer bliss! Once we were outside the holiday cabin area, I was allowed to go exploring along the paths and into the
woods, I caught sight of a few deer and picked up lots of lovely scents. We went exploring the Lanhydrock and
Trelissick woodlands as well as some more formal visits to the Eden Project and West Looe.
The only orienteering event I was allowed to visit was the Tamar Triple day 2 at Davidstow Moor. It was a glorious
day and I was itching to get out, but Susan said that I was not allowed as it was a big event and there were animals
grazing in the area so I was banged up out of the car by my shelter. Luckily I was parked next door to Helen Winskill
and her family, they were lovely and commiserated with me. Susan found the course long, but she did say that it was
a very fast area and lots of people were faster than the recommend time for her course.
Susan went off the other Sunday leaving me at home. It was to Braunton Burrows and she said that I was not allowed
even in the car park as some dog owners treat the area as a dog toilet and do not pick up after their dog, leaving a lot
of mess for everyone to step in. I was disappointed that I could not go to see my friends, but when Susan got home I
was jolly glad that I had not gone as she was soaked to the skin and had to jump into a hot bath.
Birch Hateley

The start on day 2 of the Caddihoe Chase at Fernworthy
Make the most of the area at the Devon Galoppen before
felling starts soon. The event is on Nov. 13th
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EDITORIAL
A big thank you to all my contributors. Please keep the articles coming, especially those of you going to the Welsh 6
days and the White Rose. I know that some of you are heading abroad for some orienteering. Please let me have an
account of your activities for the newsletter.
Have a good summer with excellent orienteering.
Susan Hateley

DEVON FIXTURES
July
17th

Devon Relays
Use middle car park
September
18th .
Devon Championships
October
8th & 9th
23rd
November
13th
December
4th

Haytor
Fire Beacon

Devon and QO Long O
Belstone, Dartmoor
Devon League 1

Holne

Devon League 2 & S.W. Galoppen
Fernworthy.
Devon League 3

Mutters Moor

KERNO EVENTS
Summer Series This will have differing formats. Saturday events will be in the afternoon and Sundays will
be in the morning. There will be a barbeque or picnic after the event.
July
10th

Cornwall College, Camborne

August
7th
14th
21st

Davidstowe
Davidstow
Trelissick

September
25
October
30th

Winter League 1

tbc.

Winter League 2 & S.W.Galoppen
tbc
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QO FIXTURES
September
10th
QO Club Championships
25th
QOFL 1

Combe Hill & Copley Wood
tbc

October
16th
QOFL 2

tbc

November
26th
Southern Night Championships
27th
QO Galoppen

Bridgewater area
Bridgewater Area

The Start at Davidstow

STOP PRESS
Congratulations to the Juniors. 15 Devon Members travelled to the Yvette Baker Trophy on 3 rd July and managed a
very credible 4th place. Well Done!
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