DEVON ORIENTEER
No 175

November 2016.

Competitors consult the map at the Devon Championships

CLUB OFFICIALS
CLUB OFFICIALS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS
President

Sir John Cave Bt, DL

Chairman

Bryan Smith

Secretary

Rob Parkinson (Publicity & Website)

Treasurer

Matt Atkins

Committee members
Steve Perrelle

(Fixtures)

Alan Simpson

(Equipment & Development)

Nick Maxwell

(Access & SWOA rep)

Roger Green
Tom Lillicrap

(Map Archivist)
(Mapping Sub-committee chair)

Graham Dugdale

(Membership)

Tbc –

Coaching co-ordinator

Ruth Chesters

(Club captain)

Helen Taylor

(Volunteering & Child Welfare)

Meg Somers & Hugo Twigger (Junior reps)
Andy Reynolds
Newsletter editor – Susan Hateley
Devon League – Tim Gent
Clothing - Vivienne Maxwell

Deadline for copy for the next Devon Orienteer will be 14thd January 2017.

Page 2

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
We have now had two successful club events since the Club Championships and the AGM on September 18 th; the
Long-O at Belstone, in partnership with QO, and the first League event of the year, at Holne Moor. They illustrate the
breadth of orienteers taking part in Devon’s events, including participants from 14 different clubs at the Long-O event
and age ranges from 2 -75 at the Holne event, with a good spread across all ages.
Both events also act as an indicator for how we are doing in terms of priorities for the further development of the club.
In essence our priorities are: serving members well through the range and quality of fixtures and other events provided
during the year; building membership across all ages, particularly families and those in the 18-45 age range, and
broadening the base of volunteers, so that more people are able to give at least one hour per month to support the
activities of the club.
How can you help? Continue to attend events and let officials or any of the helpers know what you enjoyed and
anything you did not enjoy; encourage others to come along to events and support newcomers you might meet and,
finally, offer your time to the organiser of future events and get involved as a helper. Just an hour or two helping at the
start, assisting with registration, car parking or collecting in controls makes all the difference. You might also want to
develop your skills with the SI team, as a coach, or as a planner. If so, have a word with any member of the
committee; all offers are welcome.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Nicholas Maxwell, as outgoing Chair, for his work in steering the club
over these last three successful years and continuing as Access Officer and SWOA link. I would also like to thank Jill
Green, Tim Gent and Wilf Taylor for their time and effort as Club Captain, Fixtures Secretary and Coaching Coordinator respectively. Whilst they are stepping down from each of these roles, they are all committed to continued
support for the club in a host of ways.
Names and faces of new and continuing committee members and other key club contacts can be seen on Devon’s
website, under the “Contacts” heading. I would particularly like to say how pleased I am that Meg Somers and Hugo
Twigger have both agreed to take on the role of Junior representatives and will therefore help to ensure the voice – and
presence - of young people continues to inform the work of the club.
I very much hope you have a successful and enjoyable year of orienteering ahead of you.
Bryan Smith

Chairman

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE MEETING 12TH OCTOBER 2016
ILSINGTON VILLAGE HALL
Introduction and Club Priorities
Bryan Smith welcomed everyone, and began by noting that Devon Orienteering Club is in a healthy position, for
example being ranked 21st in the recently published Compass Sport Club rankings table. Three key priority areas were
identified: fixtures & mapping, membership and managing/engaging volunteers.
Roles and Responsibilities
These were confirmed following the AGM on 18th September. A full listing can be found at the front of this
newsletter.
Volunteering
Helen Taylor updated the committee on the need to support coaching activities at club events. It was agreed that
coaching will be offered before three or four scheduled club events during the year. Dates will be advertised to
members via email and the Club webpages. Jill Green has offered dates for another Event Safety workshop – these
dates will be circulated to members.
Fixtures
Steve Perrelle updated the committee on fixtures for the coming months (see later in this newsletter for the fixture
list). It was agreed that our 2017/18 season galoppen be held on 12/11/17, with delayed starts from 11.10 am
(Remembrance Sunday).
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Safeguarding
Bryan Smith introduced the British Orienteering Federation paper on Safeguarding, Image Taking and Use of Images,
which was accepted in principle, following discussion. It was noted that the BOF Safeguarding policy was accepted at
the AGM and has been been incorporated into our constitution. Bryan & Graham Dugdale agreed to develop a
statement regarding taking and use of images for new members, with particular reference to juniors and whether
parents /carers specifically do not want photographs taken.
Mapping Group report
Tom Lillicrap introduced the report from the recent mapping group meeting. Mapping is proceeding well and final
permissions are being obtained for Golden Dagger as venue Compass Sport Cup final Autumn 2017. Options were
discussed for the Tamar Triple 2018. These included Exeter University and Arlington Court. Both will be
investigated.
Finance
Matt Atkins tabled the current financial position, which is healthy. Matt was thanked once again for compiling a
concise financial statement.
Haldon Permanent Orienteering Course
Bryan reported on positive discussions with the Forestry Commission regarding extending the POC at Haldon, with
the Club being able to collect fees for maps accessed via the BOF website. John Pearce has been asked to update the
map. It was suggested that 25/6/17 could be a date for the launch of the Revised Permanent Course at Haldon.
AOB
Bicton College– The Sports co-ordinator from Bicton has contacted the club, and it was agreed to follow up this link,
with the potential for a summer event.
Major events – Nick Maxwell reported briefly on a recent national major events conference he attended. A more full
report will be presented at the next meeting.
British Champs Sprint/Middle Event 2018 – it was agreed that the club are unable to take a lead on the organisation or
planning of the Sprints at this event on behalf of SWOA.
Next Meeting: Wednesday, 7th December 2016 at 7.30 pm @ Ilsington Village Hall, TQ13 9RG
Rob Parkinson Secretary

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to you all, I hope that you will enjoy your orienteering.
Sean Wolstenholme
Charles Withers
Janet Withers
Sam Withers
Amy Withers
Emily Withers

M50
M40
W40
M12
W10
W4

Plymouth
Doddiscomleigh
Doddiscomleigh

DEVON CHAMPION

Congratulations to Robin Carter who won the Devon Championships at Fire Beacon and Core Hill on 18th September.

AWARDS
At the AGM the following Awards were made:
The Haytor Award
Flurry Grierson
For impressive performances and “scaling the heights” – Flurry has been selected to represent England in the
Junior Home International.
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The Epic Award
Tim Gent
For always being prepared to step in and plan or organise events when no one else was available.
Chairman’s Award
Andy Reynolds, Steve Edmonds and Roger Hargreves(Cornwall).
For their work in connection with the Plymouth Urban Event (part of the Tamar Triple)

HOME INTERNATIONAL
Congratulations to Flurry Grierson who represented England at the Junior
Home International on the 8th and 9th of October held in the North East.
Flurry ran in the M14 age group where he was placed 4th in the Individual
event. He was beaten by three Scottish boys.
In the relay event he joined with Daniel Spencer and Adam Rigby. His team
came 2nd with only a Scottish team in front of them.
The England team won the overall event.
Photo courtesy Peter Grierson

WHY I CAN’T BECOME A PLANNER OR ORGANISER AT AN EVENT !
I have no idea what to do so it’s impossible?
I don’t have the skills or knowledge?
Having spoken to a few people recently in my new position as fixtures secretary these are the two comments which
keep coming out but actually how true are they. Within the club we have about 25 people who actually take on these
roles, and that of controller, but bearing in mind that you need three people for each event you can see that it would be
all to easy to keep falling back on the same people.
What skills do you actually need? Most people actually start off their helping by becoming an organiser at a small
event. Take it from me, this is not the big deal which you might think it is. The permissions for the event are all done
for you so what is needed is to set up the infrastructure of registration, the start and finish, possibly get a toilet
delivered, and probably the hardest bit, twist a few arms to get it manned. Oh yes, and at the end pull it all to pieces
and sort the money out. The first time it takes a bit of getting used to but there is a crib sheet to follow and if it is your
first time you may even have a mentor just guiding you through the process if wanted. I did and it made it easy.
The planner’s job is not out of reach for many more club Orienteers. You know what
makes a good course (and what you don’t like), and the controller is always there to guide
you as well. Again there is always the possibility of having a mentor if you would feel
happier. Of course, armchair planning is only the first stage as you will need to get out to
the area to check that the sites are suitable and the resulting routes OK and to mark them
on the ground for the controller to check. On the day I think every planner always wonders
what the paying public are going to think but the first positive comment always goes down
well.
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The good news is that Devon are running some event safety workshops to give planners and organisers the
background information to safely run and event. These are actually compulsory as from the 1st January 2017 but we
are only talking about a few hours on a weekday evening so it is hardly a great chore and interesting and helpful bits
always come to the surface irrespective of how experienced you are.
I was the organiser at Holne Moor and, for once, struggled a bit to get my helpers on the ground. Did it matter? Well
no, as Wilf and Eleanor Taylor volunteered their services the week before without even being asked and on the day
Helen and Adrian Taylor went out to collect controls after asking if they could help. It’s what tends to happen and is
one of the best things about Orienteering and long may it continue.
I will be getting in touch with many of you in the months to come to see if we can widen the pool of helpers. The
more there are the less I will have to ask any one person which has to be good. However, don’t wait for me to contact
you. If you think that you can help run an event in any capacity why not get in touch, or even better have a chat with
some other people you get on with and volunteer as a team! Its how a club like ours has to work so go for it.
Steve Perrelle
01803 401805 steveperrelle@blueyonder.co.uk

RESULTS
M12
M18
W16
W70

Tom Perry
Tom Snow
Meg Somers
Carol Walker

M16
M65
W50

SOUTH WEST CHAMPIONS
Dominic Walker
Graham Wilding
Alison Reynolds
CADDIHOE CHASE

Winners
M12
M65

Tom Perry
Tom Lillicrap

M14

Flurry Grierson

2nd Place
M12
M18

Otto Oldridge
Tom Snow

M16
W16

Harry McMurtrie
Meg Somers

3rd Place
M10
W55

Ben Perry
Robin Carter

M12

Bobby Godley

REPORTS
WORLD MASTERS IN ESTONIA 2016
John and I attended WMOC in August along with daughter Helen and her family. We used airbnb for the first time
and were lucky to get a nice apartment right in the old town of Tallinn, on one of the cobbled streets - and overlooking
part of the medieval walls.
The organisation of the orienteering was excellent; they coped with a major influx of orienteers particularly from
Finland, Russia and other European countries plus a good handful from further afield. It was the usual format: a Sprint
qualification and Final, then two Long distance qualifications and Final.
The Qualification races were run as heats, with the best performers in each heat going into the A Final. There were so
many competitors in some classes, including John’s, that there were 5 heats (each of about 80 people) and therefore 5
Finals (A to E). In my class there were 3 heats and 3 finals.
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The Sprint races used iconic locations. The Qualification races were held in the Kadriorg Park – laid out around one of
Peter the Great’s summer palaces. So the routes passed through parkland, formal gardens, round the palace, up and
down terraces, around lakes and past a wonderful children’s playground. The longer courses went around – and
through! – the amazing modern art museum, also in the Park. The navigation wasn’t particularly difficult, and I
comfortably made the A Final. John was in such a large and competitive class that even a respectable result halfway in
his heat put him into the C final.
The Sprint Final was around the old town of Tallinn – a warren of cobbled streets, passageways, courtyards, churches,
gardens – going past the Russian domed church, the castle hill, and the market square. A major hazard was the
number of tourists thronging the streets! It was quite a thrilling experience, with Liberty Square providing the Arena
and the Finish. Only one Brit, James Crawford from Guildford won an A Final. I was 12 th, and the accompanying
photo taken by Compassport shows how knackered I was!
Carol on the way to the finish in the Sprint Final.
Photo courtesy of CompassSport

The Long races were in forests about 70km to the East of Tallinn, on terrain which was composed of glacial
deposition features, separated by marshes. Of the four of us I was the only one to make the A Final and I had high
hopes of doing reasonably well. But I got spooked by the marshes and took long tortuous routes to avoid them, only to
find that they had been perfectly crossable. So I finished well down. Also it rained on Finals day, and Helen sprained
her ankle, so that was a rather disappointing end to our week. However we’d had a lovely holiday overall, finding time
to go to an open air museum, to a seaplane museum, to the beach and of
course accompanying Theo on tram rides and visits to lots of playgrounds!
Theo enjoying visiting a control in Talin. Photo Carol Pearce
Carol Pearce

BIRCH TAILS
I have been out on Dartmoor! I persuaded Susan to go to the Devon Relays and to do some orienteering. We had had
a difficult journey down to Dartmoor as there had been a “Two Moors Cycle event taking place with lots of people on
cycles thinking that the road was closed to traffic and they could take up the whole carriage way! Once at Haytor we
got ready to go out, but I was rather frightened by the Dartmoor ponies that stuck their heads into the car boot and
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tried to eat my lunch! Of course Susan had to be different and take a small camera with her. We set off before any of
the teams had started and wandered around Haytor Rocks. We had the small score, map 1, and set out to visit some of
the controls.

Susan has no sense of direction and took us down the wrong path, however, she did manage to correct herself fairly
rapidly and then overshot control number 44, looking for it at the end of the knoll rather than the north side. She is
hopeless! We then made our way to no.41, passing some visitors sitting by the boulder on the watch for someone else.
As we headed to 42, we saw some competitors running towards us, so Susan got out the camera and stood around
trying to taking photographs. I ask you, what a thing to do in the middle
of a competition! From 42 we made our way up to 43, which apparently
was one of the favourite control sites Susan and Roger had used many
years ago when they planned an event here. This resulted in us standing
around for some time to take several photos, but some of them are
reasonably good. After a while we left the control and circled around to
controls 33, 32 and 31 before heading to the finish and download. We
had had a lovely walk in the beautiful weather and exhausted we made
our way back to Northam.
After more weeks than I care to enumerate I have been out orienteering
again. We drove down to Davidstow Moor and to one of Kerno’s
summer series. It was delightfully low key and we were able to get out in
good time on the very short course. This was just as well as Susan had
forgotten how to orienteer and she also kept me on a short lead as there
were so many large horses and cows about as well as sheep. We managed
to negotiate controls one and two very easily, but going to the third
control Susan had not set her compass and so we wandered around the
moor rather aimlessly. I did manage to drag Susan to see a nice
gentleman exercising his Labrador and eventually we found the control.
After that Susan set her compass so we went more or less straight to the
controls. Susan did take me the long way round to the final control as she
did not want to get her feet too wet! The weather was lovely and Susan
said that it was just like the old days when one man and his dog used to
organise orienteering events!
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The Devon championships took place on Fire Beacon and Core Hill, Susan actually managed to drive down and we
had some interesting encounters on the narrow lane leading to Mike’s lovely home. We parked in a field just off the
road and after Susan had had several chats to Ann and Val, she registered and got ready to compete before letting me
out of the car. I pulled her vigorously up the hill to the start, and then discovered she was carrying a camera! I was so
cross! There were a lot of people at the start and after a few minutes we were allowed to start. I set off at a proper
speed, but Susan said that earlier in the week I had damaged one of her knees, so we had to walk slowly. As if I
would do anything as stupid! We progressed through a control near the start and then headed along a track, I kept
going on at a sensible pace, but I had to keep going back to check on madam. When we reached the next control, she
took some photos of other competitors and failed to include me in any of them. We then headed out into the open and
at the next two controls; I had to prick my paws on the gorse to reach them. We headed down into the woods and
some lovely runnable ground so I was able to stretch my legs, after a couple more photos and a few more controls we
headed back to the finish. I had a small diversion to find something nice and tasty, only to greet Carol and Susan and
get thoroughly told off as I had left a lot of mess on their clothes. Who would be a dog! I was only showing my
pleasure at seeing them.
Birch Hateley

Devon and QO long O showing Dartmoor in all its glory.
Courtesy Andy Reynolds.

EDITORIAL
I would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. I do hope that 2017 will be a year full
of exciting orienteering experiences when you will all fulfil your potential and enjoy happy times in the outdoors.
I would like to thank all of you who have sent me reports of events throughout the year. Please keep them coming!
The coming year has much to offer with JK in the South East (April 14th – 17th). The British Long Championships in
the Lake District (6th & 7th May). The Scottish Six Days in Royal Deeside, this time based in Ballater (30th July – 5th
August) and the British Middle Distance Championship in Wendover on 1st October. It is also the year of Spring
Time in Shropshire or SinS for short.
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As well as the major events there will be a full programme of Devon events and ones based locally in Cornwall and
Somerset. The Caddihoe Chase moves to Cornwall in 2017. I hope to see you around at events in 2017.. Please
continue to write reports for me of the events. Birch is not allowed out at many events so she is unable to write about
them!
Susan Hateley

FIXTURES
DEVON EVENTS
November
13th

League 2 and Galoppen

Fernworthy

December
04th
10th
30th

League 3
D7C Night League
Christmas Novelty Event

Mutters Moor
TBC
Exeter

2017
January
22nd

League 4

Ashclyst

February
18th
26th

Night League
League 5

TBC
Whitchurch.

March
26th

League 6

River Dart Country Park

KERNO EVENTS
November
19th
20th
December
03rd
11th
17th
2017
January
08th
14th
28th
February
05th

Night Series
Winter Series 3

Penhale South
Penhale South

Night Series
CANCELLED
Night Series

Trelissick

Winter Series
Night Series
Night Series

Mt. Edgcumbe
Hustyn
Holywell

Winter Series

Poldice (New Area)

Tehidy

QO EVENTS
November
12th
Night League
Wind Down, Broomfield
19th
Night League
Kingscliff
th
26
Southern Night Championships Ramscombe ST168376
27th
Galoppen
Ramscombe ST168376
December
11th
QOFL 3
Croydon Hill
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