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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
Permanent Orienteering Courses
The club is in the final stages of bidding to Sport England for the re-establishment of a permanent orienteering course
(POC) at Haldon Forest Park, on the west side of Exeter. This is an exciting initiative which will, it is intended, help
develop the habit and confidence of regular physical activity for a broader range of park users. It will also provide a
gateway for people of all ages and abilities into the sport and Devon Orienteering Club.
Of course, permanent courses have been around for many years and we have a number in the county which are well
used, in particular through the support and involvement of The National Trust, for example at Killerton and
Knightshayes. On behalf of the club, Damian Wilson has recently taken on the task of co-ordinating our involvement
with these POCs, helping our volunteer site managers with monitoring their condition and keeping them up to date.
Damian will also be publicising the club and club events to POC users in conjunction with the land owners.
The Forestry Commission is fully behind this current project, the aim being to kick start what we expect to be a
flagship facility at this very popular site. Club members may have previously orienteered at Haldon or used the
permanent course first established in 2006 and which has more recently suffered from storm damage and wind-blow,
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as well as the necessary felling cycle of the Commission. John Pearce has been involved with updating the map and
Wilf Taylor is planning new courses and control sites. Given the breadth of available terrain, courses will be for all
standards (White to Blue), at least one course will be wheelchair accessible and we expect there will be a Gruffalo
Orienteering course, all of which can be accessed on a self-guided basis.
What is distinctive about this project is the additional support we will provide, primarily through identified
orienteering and sports coaches, as well as volunteers, to a range of targeted groups during an initial 12 months period,
together with training events open to all, including club members. In particular, we will be targeting young families,
active retirees (55+), girls and women over 16 and young people in the 11-18 age range. There will also be open
access provision for all adults during particular sessions.
There are a number of ways in which club members can get involved and we look forward to any contribution you are
able to make:
 Make use of this permanent course, when it is up and running, as well as other courses, as an aid to your
training and encourage families and friends to have a go
 Act as a volunteer at one or more of the targeted support sessions or the training events to help make them a
success and representative of all club members
 Offer your skills as a club coach, experienced orienteer or sports coach to lead some of the targeted support
and training sessions, on a casually paid basis, and help to engage new people in these sessions
and
 Attend the club events which, it is intended, will mark the start and completion of this 12 month programme,
the first of which is planned for Sunday June 25th. We hope to see you there.
If you would like to get more actively involved in this project, in whatever ways you think your skills and interests
allow, then please get in touch with me by email, give me a call, or have a chat at a forthcoming event. I look forward
to hearing from you. We should know a little more about Sport England’s response in the next 6 -8 weeks.
Bryan Smith

SUMMARY OF THE DEVON ORIENTEERING CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING ON 1ST MARCH
2017
Matters arising from previous meeting
Event refreshments tent – the new arrangements were welcomed, providing an opportunity for post-run discussion.
It was agreed not to charge for refreshments, and to encourage members to bring their own cups to reduce use of
plastic cups. It was noted that an extra table is required for the refreshments tent.
Haldon developments – Bryan Smith updated the committee on the status of a bid to Sport England for funding. The
bid is being considered by Sport England, and the Forestry Commission have confirmed their contribution (£3.3k +
£6.3k in kind support) to the development of the POC at Haldon. Courses will range from White to Blue, and include
Gruffalo orienteering! It was noted that this development matches Sport England objectives of increasing physical
activity. The outcome of the bid is expected in six to eight weeks.
Insurance – Roger Green will include in the kit a notice to display at registration reminding non-members of the three
runs maximum, or BOF insurance cover is not in place. Graham Dugdale will continue to follow up independent
runners to encourage them to join the club.
Event safety workshops – The next workshop run by Jill Green is scheduled for 9th March, with at least five
attendees.
Membership update – Graham Dugdale updated the committee on membership renewals, and was optimistic that by
the AGM we would have a small increase in adult members. It was noted that there has been a small reduction in
Junior numbers, due in part to the changes in East Devon. It was agreed to continue production of ‘Forthcoming
Event’ cards (about 10) to be available to distribute to non-members at events.
First Aid – to be carried forward to the next meeting
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O Safe
The committee discussed key issues relating to the BOF O Safe policy, and noted aspects that particularly need
addressing by the Club. In general it was noted that the Club complies with good practice. It was agreed that parents of
Juniors attending Club activities (including training events) must complete a contact and consent form. The club
keeps a record of accidents, and any minor injuries are noted by the First Aid team, with a copy of the report form
forwarded to BOF and the Club secretary.
Mapping
Tom Lillicrap presented an updated summary of mapped areas, including current status, and potential future areas.
Tom was thanked for compiling a very full and detailed list. It was noted that several maps are currently being revised
for events planned in the next 18 months. The full list will be posted on Dropbox. The proposed costs for mapping
Chivenor for the TT were agreed in principle, although an estimate is needed from the mapper. Following discussion,
it was agreed that the Mapping group should investigate the feasibility and cost of mapping several new areas,
including Holne Woods and Sourton.
Fixtures
Recent events - It was agreed to hold a more extensive review of recent events at the next committee meeting on 5th
April.
Forthcoming fixtures – Steve Perrelle updated the committee on forthcoming fixtures for the next 18 months, and
noted that most events in the next six months have a full complement of planner, controller and organizer. Haytor
galoppen in the November needs a planner. It was noted that the club needs to increase the number of active planners
and controllers. Andy Reynolds is co-ordinating a controller’s course in June. It was agreed to review club
membership list and attendees at league events in order to identify potential new planners. Steve Perrelle will arrange
a meeting with DNPA to discuss permission to hold an event at Golden Dagger. It is planned to hold a Summer Series
in 2018 with the focus on recruiting new members. The timing of the galoppen in 2018 and future years was
discussed, and it was proposed that a week earlier in November would be helpful to avoid Remembrance Sunday.
Steve Perrelle will investigate further.
Forthcoming major events - CSC 2017 Final – Nicholas Maxwell reported that plans for the event are progressing
well. TL has agreed to take over as planner. It was agreed to set the costs of mapping Golden Dagger against this
event. Profits will be shared with Kerno on a points basis, taking into account contribution of helpers, planner,
organizer and controller.
TT 2018 - AS noted that plans are progressing well, but that permission is still awaited for Chivenor. Discussions
with the landowner re: parking are on-going, in order to identify whether charges can be reduced. It was agreed that
the event must be advertised at least 12 months in advance i.e. at Springtime in Shropshire. BS agreed to assist AS
with publicity for the TT. It was noted that the TT website is a vital part of the publicity for this event.
Permanent Courses (POCs)
Damian Wilson briefly reviewed the current status of our POCs, and highlighted the need for more consistent, targeted
advertising of these courses at the various venues and links with Devon OC. Posters need to be designed to draw the
attention of visitors and staff to the POCs.
Finances
Matt Atkins tabled an update of the club financial position, and noted that the finances are currently healthy. It was
noted that local events typically tend to generate a surplus of £100-£300.
SWOA and BOF items
Bryan Smith and Alan Simpson will attend the SWOA Regional Conference on 8th April.
Other items
Club tops – It was agreed to purchase additional club tops as required to replenish stocks.
Short green courses – Following discussion where it was noted that there is an increasing demand for short green
courses, it was agreed to include a short green course to all club league events and Level C events for the next 12
months.
Registration and start times - It was agreed to discuss this topic further at the next committee meeting.
The next committee meeting will be on Wednesday, 5th April 2017
Rob Parkinson
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
On behalf of Devon Orienteering Club I would like to offer a very warm welcome to you all.
Clare Toomey

Lympstone

W35

Richard Jackson

Crediton

M40

Rebecca Jackson

Crediton

W40

Lottie Jackson

Crediton

W8

SAFETY PROCEDURES - A SALUTARY LESSON.
Rob Parkinson attended the Northern Championships in the Lake District recently, and received this email from the
event organiser several days after the event. Even the best event safety procedures cannot allow for the unpredictable
>actions of individuals. The moral is, tell someone where you are going if you leave your car in the Car park after an
event!
I would also like to make people aware of an incident at the end of the >>day. The Duddon & Furness Mountain
Rescue Team (DFMRT) had been in attendance all day and I said goodbye to them after the prize-giving at 3pm.
While clearing the site at around 4pm I came across what was obviously an orienteer¹s car without any occupant. By
this time the weather was vile with high winds and sheeting rain.
I called the police who gave me the name of the registered owner, and an orienteer of that name is known to be a
diabetic. Frantic calls were made to the computer team who had previously declared all competitors off the hill.
DFMRT were again contacted by a second call to the police. The team leader returned to site having returned home
and a team from DFMRT were put on alert. The computer team reported back that there was no record of the car
owner entering the event.
I was now considering what to say when I was later invited to the Coroners Court.
A further peering through the cars windows identified an event map and possibly a set of keys. The best scenario was
that someone had locked themselves out of the car and had hitched a lift back home to pick up a spare set of keys.
Without any clear idea of where to search for a body, DFMRT were stood down and team leader departed.
I was finishing collecting rubbish bags when a car drove onto site, the spare keys having been brought to the Lakes
whilst the competitor sat in a local hostelry. I then phoned around police, DFMRT and Lakeland members to advise of
“happy ending”. It transpired that the competitor is known by a different name to his given name, hence the problem
the computer team had in identifying whether the competitor had finished and was safely off the hill.
So if you are involved in a similar situation in the future, even if you have just gone for a walk after an event, please
leave a notice on your car windscreen. Think of the organiser¹s nerves
Richard Tiley

Northern Championships Organiser

(from Rob Parkinson)

BIRCH TAILS
At last, I have been orienteering again. My last event was the Devon Championships back in September 2016! Susan
has been so idle, making all sorts of excuses as to why we couldn’t go to events.
We drove to Ashclyst Forest which was where I did my first ever orienteering event back in 2012. I was a very young
girl then and we did a short course so that I would not get too tired. The sun shone and it was glorious. This time,
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however, the weather was overcast when we arrived. At least we started in the dry, but it soon started to rain. I was
able to get days of frustration out of my paws and I tried to show Susan the correct way to go, but she ignored my
correct route choices, instead she went her own way, trying to use intuition instead of the compass and pacing!
Susan started off as she meant to go on! I went directly to the control, but Susan followed a bank through plenty of
difficult vegetation before arriving at a track and turning right instead of left! It was so frustrating for me, she
eventually found the control and went straight to no 2. I was so proud of her. Using a sensible route choice we went
used tracks to get to number 3. After this the fun started! We got onto the right track to go through the forest to reach
no. 4, but, although I tried to show her the right way to go, she went into the forest far too early and made her way
painfully back towards the car park! We had to retrace our footsteps, back to the forest road and along to the correct
place to go up into the forest to reach the ride we needed. It was so easy if you only used the map and the compass
correctly. From number 4 Susan was able to get to 5 and 7 with no problems. (No. 6 was cut from the course as it
was in the middle of some unmapped felling). We struggled to make our way to control 8 and then straight to 9. I
tried to show Susan the way to 10, but she ignored me and did her own thing reaching control 11 instead. I thing she
was feeling uncomfortable as she had taken ages and got very wet. We then headed in the wrong direction to 12, but
corrected ourselves to reach the control with no more mis-directions and thence to the finish!
The following weekend we headed down to Redruth to go orienteering on a new area; Poldice Mine. It was the site of
an old tin mine and so there was lots of arsenic in the soil. Kerno had managed to park us in a large car park
associated with speedway. The route to the start was along a set of very wet muddy rides although we were bathed in
brilliant sunshine. Susan insisted that I remain on a lead because of the arsenic as she thought it would be in the
puddles of water which she knew I would be likely to drink! The start was in a small patch of wood and then it was
out into the open using tracks and paths to get us to the controls. After a bit of headless chicken we reached control 1
and went downhill to no. 2. Peering over the edge of a steep slope we could see the control, but Susan said her days of
scree skiing were over and as she had me on the end of the lead she did not dare go straight down, so we took a
roundabout route to the control. No.3 was in the middle of a flat area with only a small slope to go down. We then
had a very long leg using paths and tracks to get around the farmed fields at the top of a hill. Susan missed seeing the
quickest route so we went the long way around to no.4 at which point Susan gave up. I think it was the effort of
keeping an eye on me and trying to make sure that she was not pulled over that made her retire. I would have enjoyed
it so much more if I had been allowed to make my own way to each control.

Ashclyst Forest Light Green Course
Birch Hateley
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EDITORIAL
Good Luck to all those who are taking part in the CSC. I hope that you all will enjoy your runs and make it through to
the final, which will be hosted by Devon.
It is not long now until Easter when the 50th JK will be held in the South East. If you are going and wish to represent
Devon in a relay, please contact Ruth Chesters.
At the start of May, the British Championships will be held in the Lake District around Newby Bridge. Again there
will be a relay event for those who are going. If you wish to join in the fun of a relay, please contact Ruth.
At the end of May, the start of half term, is the biannual fixtureof Springtime in Shropshire with a mixture of events
and usually with glorious views!
Please send articles about events that you have attended. It is only by your contributions that the Devon Orienteer is
able to be produced. A damaged knee prevents me from participating in many events as well as the over enthusiastic
dog, who is not always welcome at events, even in the car park of an event.

Tess Stone discusses her route

photo Susan Hateley

FIXTURES
DEVON EVENTS
March
9th

Safety Workshop

12th

Compass Sport Cup

Moors Valley Country Park

26th

League 6

River Dart Country Park

April
30th

League 7

Knightshayes

June
4th

League 8

Woodbury Common

Mountain Bike Orienteering (MBO)
April 2nd
Woodbury Common
event centre Knowle Village Hall, nr. Budleigh Salterton.
This is the first of a series of six events in Somerset, Devon and Cornwall masterminded by Will Kromhout, more
information can be found on www.bmbo.org.uk
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KERNO EVENTS
March
19th

Winter Series

Hustyn

April
9th

Winter Series

Trelissick

May
14th

Winter Series

Hardhead

Summer Series Venues and details to be advised
June 3rd & 18th
July 2nd & 16th
August 13th

QO EVENTS
April
23rd

QOFL

Staplefitzpaine

Next Edition of Devon Orienteer May 2017. All copy by 1st May please
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