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Helping New Planners

  
Alan Simpson  Oct 2016
1) Colours and TD1 to TD5      https://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/page/handbook_mapping
(Actually we are discussing Planning, not Mapping). The above BOF webpage contains links to:-

Barry Elkington’s series of five guides, white to green-black, and 

Carol McNeill’s series of five guides covering the same range of TD1 to TD5. 
These provide direct advice on hitting the correct event levels for the different colours.
2) Using Purple Pen
DEVON OC policy up till now has been to purchase multiple copies of OCAD Course Setting at about £30 per copy, and issue a copy to each club member who plans events.

But Purple Pen has a number of advantages over Ocad

1) It is free, and so are subsequent updates. (Donations are invited.)

2) It is much simpler for a new planner to make a start than with Ocad. A single session is probably enough to get somebody launched. This can be done on a one-to-one basis (2 hours), or in a group computer workshop session (3 hours).

3) Neil Crickmore’s introductory guide is excellent. (Southdown Orienteers), and so is the advice from the DVO Mapping Officer.
4) Purple Pen integrates with our current practice in that it loads the Ocad map file, and course data can be exported in a suitable xml format to set up the AutoDownload event file.

5) Purple Pen runs on Windows XP through to Windows 10. On Mac, a Windows emulator such as Parallels or VirtualBox is required.
Downloading Purple Pen
http://purplepen.golde.org/
I can’t find links to Neil Crickmore’s Guide to Purple Pen, or to the advice of the Mapping Officer (Mike Godfree?) from DVO which starts off:-  “Purple Pen has become the de facto club standard for course planning.”  But I can attach these documents.
